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both sides. About 7 p.m., that of the Prussians suddenly
ceased, a fact which aroused suspicions that they were about
to attempt a sortie, to meet which preparations were made.
These suspicions were justified by the event, for, about
10 p.m., the French advanced posts, rushing in, announced
the issue of the enemy.

Six hundred Prussian troops, followed by 200 workmen,
whose duty it was to destroy the works when captured, fell
upon the head of the French trenches. Menard, prepared
for the coming storm, met it with the bayonet in front, whilst
detachments, which he had placed on his right and left,
charged the Prussians in flank. The Prussian loss was
heavy, and the sortie completely failed.

A truce of two hours, for the burial of those killed in this
sortie, afforded the French an opportunity of surveying the
ground in front of them, and selecting sites for new batteries.

On the Lower Vistula, the attack was pushed from the
mouth of the Laake canal; the extremity of the Holm island
was seized by Sabatier from the left bank of the Vistula, and
defended by a channel cut across it from the canal to the
river. Communication was thus established, in this direction,
between the right and left banks by boat bridges across the
river and the canal.

On the 25th, the third parallel iu front of the Hagelsberg
had been commenced, 40 yards from the covered way on the
crest of the rising ground. On the 26th and 27th, it was
continued, in the face of sorties on both days. At 10 p.m.,
on the 28th, the garrison made a fresh sortie in force.* Their
attack on the left of the third parallel was beaten off, the
assailants being pursued to the covered way. A battalion of
Prussian, grenadiers on the other side was, at first, more
successful in penetrating to the head of the trenches, where,
however, they met the French reserves. Thrice was the
attack renewed before the Prussians were compelled, with
heavy loss, to seek again the shelter of their fortress.
* 2000 men, according to Kirgener (p. 13).